Chapter 3

The Changing Face of Springvale 1970 –1989

T

HE OPENING of the Enterprise Migrant Hostel transformed the multicultural landscape of
Springvale. The hostel began operation in Westall Road in December 1969, before being officially
opened on 29th October 1970. For many newly arrived migrants and refugees, the Enterprise Hostel
was their first home in Australia.The hostel provided temporary, low-cost accommodation and support
services to help residents find secure employment, more permanent housing and establish a new life
for themselves in Australia. With 250 family units, the hostel accommodated approximately 1,000
people and during more than 20 years of operation, it assisted over 30,000 migrants and refugees from
over 100 different ethnic groups.1
A plaque unveiled at the official opening explains that the hostel was ‘named after the schooner
Enterprise which, in 1835, brought the first settlers to the site of Melbourne’. The name drew a
connection between the new migrants and Victoria’s first settlers, who had similarly arrived to create
a home and a new life. These words represent ‘a tribute to the initiative and courage of the people
from many countries who will make this hostel their temporary home’.2 The Springvale community
embraced each wave of newcomers, welcoming them with open arms. One Vietnamese refugee
reflected ‘It was my first shelter in Australia – people extended their heart, their mind to us’.3 Merle
Mitchell, who helped to establish the Springvale Community Aid and Advice Bureau in 1971, reflects:
… newly arrived people found a welcoming community which said ‘You are welcome, form
your cultural groups, build your places of worship, maintain your culture.You have an important
part to play in the development of this diverse multicultural community. We will support and
work with you. We are glad that you are here.’4
This open and accepting attitude was reflected in the welcome that new students and families from
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Students living at the Enterprise
Hostel were ferried by bus between the
hostel and St Joseph’s Primary School,
just a few blocks away.
national Archives of Australia, A12111,
2/1971/22A/51
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the Enterprise Hostel received at St Joseph’s Primary School. Numbers swelled at the school with
each wave of migrant and refugee children seeking Catholic education. In 1966 the school enrolment
had been 639.5 Five years later, in 1971, there were 800 children enrolled at the school, and numbers
continued to increase. The school was staffed by 18 lay teachers and four Brigidine Sisters.6 A special
bus was organised to ferry students between the school and Enterprise Hostel each day.
Anne Hibbert, who was Anne Johnston when she joined the teaching staff at St Joseph’s in 1969,
recalls that along with the great increase in student numbers came ‘an enormous swelling of …
community spirit’.7 She has fond memories of her time teaching at St Joseph’s in the 1970s, describing
a very multicultural ‘close-knit community, a lovely family feeling amongst staff ’.8 The staff was made
up of many young graduate teachers, making for a vibrant school environment. Children from
Cambodia, Vietnam, East Timor, Central and South America and China mixed with the children of
post-World War II migrants from Greece, Italy and Malta. As the Member for Waverley Province in
1998, Maree Luckins reflected that growing up in Springvale and Dandenong and attending St Joseph’s
Primary School in the 1970s with children from a diverse variety of cultural backgrounds, gave her
‘an enormous appreciation for other cultures … I cannot recall any racial tension as a result of this
multicultural mix’.9
Children who lived at the Enterprise Hostel and caught the bus to St Joseph’s each day made
friends, despite not speaking the same language.10 The teachers were relatively untroubled by the extra
support required for children arriving from such diverse backgrounds, often having suffered traumatic
experiences, speaking little English and being totally unfamiliar with ways of life in Australia. The
greatest challenge, reflects long-time St Joseph’s staff member Yvonne Guziak, was communicating
with parents who spoke little English. ‘We didn’t have these teams of translators that we’re supplied
with now so you had to do a lot of … using your hands, and using your eyes’ to make yourself
understood, she recalls.11
The school’s first lay principal, Michael O’Rourke, took up the role in 1972 and oversaw a
structured system at the school whereby students were placed in various streams and taught at an
appropriate level. New students began in what was called a ‘New Arrival’ classroom and from there
they were gradually integrated into standard classrooms. Alicia Pereyra taught in a New Arrival
classroom at St Joseph’s in the 1980s, and remembers working with children who spoke no English at
all. The teachers’ priority was to teach what they called ‘survival English’: ‘like basics such as how do
you ask to go to the toilet, or how do you ask if you need something like a glass of water’.12

This booklet was issued for the official
opening of the Enterprise Hostel in
Springvale in 1970.
museum Victoria
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As the teaching staff grew through the
1970s, the number of teaching
Brigidine Sisters declined. Prep class in
1971.
Courtesy Vicki buzelin

St Joseph’s Primary School staff in
1972, with four Brigidine Sisters.
Staff in 1973.The school’s first lay
principal, Michael O’Rourke, is
pictured in the back row, centre.
Staff in 1976.
three images above courtesy Anne Hibbert
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A new era for St Joseph’s Parish
The opening of the Enterprise Hostel coincided with the transfer of Father Coghlan to the parish of
St Mary’s East St Kilda in 1970, representing a new era for St Joseph’s Springvale. New parish priest
Father Shorten oversaw significant changes to St Joseph’s Parish over the following six years, including
renovations to the school. According to local chronicler Mary Brash, during Father Shorten’s time as
parish priest of St Joseph’s, the school ‘became one of the largest Catholic primary schools in Victoria’.13
More space and resources were needed to cope with the rising enrolments. Three classrooms were
added in 1970 and in 1975 Father Tom Elliott’s twenty-year-old wooden classrooms were replaced
with a two storey brick building, which included a new library, administration and classroom block.
Principal Michael O’Rourke wrote to architects Max Chester & Associates in May 1975 that a
change in the Federal Government’s migration policies meant that an increase in the school’s student
population was no longer expected. ‘Because of this reduction,’ he wrote, ‘the attendance which has
dropped to 820 pupils will drop considerably more because migrants in residence at the Enterprise
Hostel,Westall, have to move out within twelve months. Next year our numbers could drop to 800’.14
The result was a change in the planned building program at the school, which was completed in 1976.
Three rooms originally intended as classrooms were used instead as a temporary library and an arts
and crafts room.
The school’s resources also received a welcome boost when the Whitlam Labor government
came to power in 1972 and instituted sweeping reforms to education funding. This represented a
major turning point in the history of Catholic education in Australia. The Australian Schools
Commission was established and in 1973 published an influential report recommending block funding
of Catholic education. Funding was to be provided to individual state governments with the proviso
that it be allocated specifically to Catholic schools on the basis of need, as determined by state
authorities. Despite significant opposition to the plan at the time, block funding of Catholic schools
is now acknowledged to have given parishes and schools financial stability and allowed them to expand
and develop according to the needs of their communities.15 Anne Hibbert remembers the excitement
of teaching at St Joseph’s at that time, with the school so rich in resources:

Long-time local resident Mary Brash
recorded her memories of the
development of St Joseph’s Parish,
Springvale, entitled ‘As I have seen it’,
in 1979. She is pictured here with
Archbishop Francis Little.
St Joseph’s parish, Springvale
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Students enjoying a music lesson and
classroom activities.
Archbishop Little with members of the
St Joseph’s Parish community at the
opening of a friary for the Conventual
Franciscan Brothers in 1983.
St Joseph’s parish, Springvale

Students dressed in costume reenact
I went out and had these wonderful buying sprees; it was nothing to go out with three or four stories from the Bible.
thousand dollars … You’d just get trolley loads of books, and you’d bring them home, and you’d
have so much fun cataloguing them, and sharing them with the kids … it was just a fantastic
time to be in library and to be in teaching because there was just so much that the school was
able to offer.16
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While there were still Brigidine Sisters teaching at the school until the mid-1980s, with the
arrival of the Order of Friars Minor Conventual – known as the Conventual Franciscans – in 1974 to
oversee religious education at St Joseph’s, the number of teaching Sisters gradually began to decrease
from that time. Anne Hibbert remembers the impact the arrival of the Conventual Franciscans had
on the parish community:
They were wonderful … they brought a whole different air to the community, being American,
they were quite fascinating. To have these American people in an Asian community, it was very,
very interesting. Just a great mix of people, and time, and place.17

St Joseph’s became the first
Conventual Franciscan parish in
Melbourne in 1976.The Franciscan
Brothers have overseen religious
education at the school since 1974.
St Joseph’s parish, Springvale

In 1976 St Joseph’s became the first Conventual Franciscan parish in Melbourne, with Father Karl
Chesher replacing Father Shorten as parish priest. The official contract entrusting St Joseph’s Parish
to the Conventual Franciscan Friars was signed by Archbishop Little on 13th March 1977.18

Continued expansion
Having been involved in organising resources to revitalise the school’s library, in 1978 Anne Hibbert
was supported by the Catholic Education Office to undertake a librarianship at the University of
Melbourne. During her absence, a new library was built at St Joseph’s and Anne was keen to return
to the school and contribute her new knowledge and skills to the development of the library program.
She remembers it as an exciting, progressive time to be teaching:
It was all so new, curriculum was new, it was all multimedia; multimedia meaning little cassettes,
and using slide projectors, and teaching the kids to research, and we thought we were so up with
it … The research skills, it was all about teaching the kids how to find information. But that
atmosphere of that library was just fantastic. The whole school seemed to have a real hub around
that library.19
In 1979, Allan Dooley replaced Michael O’Rourke as principal. He oversaw the continued growth
and development of the school, with a new toilet block added in 1979, improvements made to the
existing buildings and a new multi purpose building completed in 1983. According to Father Leonard
Testa, who had taken on the role of parish priest in 1980, ‘This multi purpose building fills a much
felt need in our school’. 20 It included three new classrooms to allow for the continued growth of
school enrolments. In a booklet celebrating the opening of the new building, Principal Allan Dooley
acknowledged the many challenges facing St Joseph’s Primary School. The rapid cultural changes in

30

WitH Open ArmS

Springvale over the past decade had an ongoing impact on the school, with many new young families
continuing to settle in the Springvale area. Student numbers remained around the 800 mark and
showed no signs of declining.Technology was undergoing rapid advancement, computers were being
introduced into the classroom and school programs encouraged a variety of activities, including
camping, excursions and sports programs. Amidst these ongoing changes, the staff of St Joseph’s Primary
School, led by Allan, maintained a focus on upholding the values and beliefs of the school. Children
were not only educated, but cared for, nurtured and encouraged to ‘enable them to face the challenges
of the future with the strength and conviction of our faith’.21
Allan Dooley was a well-respected and hands-on principal.Yvonne Guziak recalls that ‘he made
time to go into everybody’s room just about every day … So even though it was a big school it was
very well monitored’.22 Under Allan’s leadership, linguistic and cultural support programs at the school
continued to develop. Interpreters based at the school produced multilingual versions of the school
newsletter and helped with parent-teacher interviews. ‘It was just a whole opening up of a fantastic
new way of bringing the community, and the children, and the whole school together’, Anne Hibbert
reflects. She has fond memories in particular of the English as a second language (ESL) program run
by Theresia Baird and concludes, ‘The fabulous people that were on the staff at the time, we all worked
so hard for all of those children’.23

Computers were first introduced at St
Joseph’s under the leadership of
principal Allan Dooley in the 1980s.
Staff in front of a ‘Poet Tree’ display in
the school library in 1984.The new
library was built in the late 1970s,
and became a learning hub for the
school.
Courtesy Anne Hibbert
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A vibrant Catholic parish school community

St Joseph’s Principal Allan Dooley
with Deputy Principal Sister Claire
Griffin in the early 1980s.
St Joseph’s parish, Springvale

During the period 1979–1983 St Joseph’s Primary School Springvale was a vibrant Catholic parish
school community comprising a diverse range of family backgrounds and cultural heritage. It was also
an exciting time in education where schools were charged with developing significant aspects of
curriculum for learning and teaching and for bringing local experience into the richness of the
curriculum. At the heart of this work was the Catholic mission and religious education endeavour.
The staff were exemplary in their commitment and work.
The appointment of a Family School Co-ordinator, under the Commonwealth Government
Innovation Program at the time, greatly enhanced school-family contact and made the students’
transition into the Australian context easier, whilst respecting their cultural heritage and family history.
The co-ordinator worked closely with teachers in their work with families and family visitation was
an important part of this program.This work was based on an understanding that the closer the family
and school partnership, the better the learning environment.
During this period the school also received, through the then Commonwealth Disadvantaged
Schools Program, significant grants for pastoral and educational initiatives.These grants recognised the
very special needs of students in the school and sought to offer expanded curriculum and educational
experiences to enhance the learning and teaching programs of the school.
Staff at the school were enthusiastic in their own learning and study and in their ability to adapt
the learning and teaching programs to the new and changing student profile. This was particularly
important in adapting to the teaching of English and to responding to the first language of the students
in the school.
The students and the staff brought a great gift together in building and celebrating community.
Worthy of special mention was the capacity of the school to provide educational programs for students

with special needs. Often these young people were those at most risk of not succeeding. Specialist
staff and special program development for these students was a core objective of the mission of the
school. Music, drama, language and PE were also provided through staff specially trained and gifted in
these areas.
The partnerships formed among staff and families built a resilience and sense of purpose and
direction. This was not new to St Joseph’s. It continued the tradition and reputation of the school,
well built in years past, for community cohesion, quality Catholic education and a capacity to
continually adapt to the needs of students and their families.
These years, in their time, contributed to the rich tapestry and history of the school and parish.
ALLAN DOOLEY
Principal, 1979–1983
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A golden era
Following the departure of Allan Dooley at the end of 1983, Jenny Hamdorf temporarily took on the
role of principal before the arrival of John Campbell in 1985. John remembers being struck by the
size and the truly multicultural nature of the school community. By that time 67 nationalities were
represented in the student population, with 86 per cent of the children coming from a non-English
speaking background. The majority spoke Spanish or Vietnamese.24
The multicultural make-up of the school was similarly reflected in its teaching staff, who came
from a wide variety of ethnic backgrounds. A New Arrivals Program was run by Pam Melland, and
Colleen Le Merle and Aurora Stein ran an ESL Program. Both programs were supported by two
Vietnamese and Spanish-speaking aides – Anna Nguyen and Rosa Montoya. The school’s fortnightly
newsletter continued to be provided in a variety of languages, for ease of communication with parents
and families.Yvonne Guziak remembers John Campbell as a supportive and attentive principal, who
‘brought a lot of humour into the school’.25 ‘Each morning before lessons commenced the school
assembled in the main courtyard’, John recalls:

Migrant children, perhaps including
some future St Joseph’s Primary
School students, at an early learning
centre at the Enterprise Hostel, 1984.
national Archives of Australia, A12111,
2/1984/22A/179

Father Leonard Testa with St Joseph’s
students in the school grounds, 1985.
St Joseph’s parish, Springvale

New Arrivals students in 1988.With
the influx of students who were newly
arrived in Australia, ‘New Arrivals’
classrooms were created for those who
We commenced the school day with a prayer … sometimes at assembly for a joke I would say “I needed extra help, before being
wish all those Nguyen children would stop wriggling in line!” Instantly, one hundred and seventy integrated into a standard classroom.
plus children froze standing ramrod straight.26
Students performing at the annual

Father Victor Bonello replaced Father Testa as St Joseph’s parish priest in 1986 and was a great support
to the school, working with Religious Education Co-ordinator Domenic Tamburro.
During his five years as principal of St Joseph’s, John Campbell oversaw major upgrades to the
school grounds. With over 800 students, playground areas were limited, over-crowded and in need of
improvement. One of the main play areas known as the ‘grass yard’ was ‘a dust bowl in summer and a
muddy patch in winter’, while playground equipment consisted of ‘some parallel bars, a slide and some
monkey-bars, all out-dated’.27 Once funding was secured through the support of the parish and the
Catholic Education Office, the ‘grass yard’ was soon living up to its name.The area was levelled, partly
asphalted and an underground watering system installed for the newly sewn grass.The following year,
an adventure playground was built in vacant space between the school and the friary, which had been
built next door to the school on St Johns Avenue in 1983. Most of the construction was completed
through working bees attended by a dedicated group of volunteer parents. John Campbell recalls that
the school’s maintenance worker, Emmanuel Magri (known as Manny), ‘was in his element’, leading
the construction of ‘moving bridges, towers, climbing frames, vertical ladders and monkey bars’. Once
completed, the new playground proved a huge hit with the younger children.28

St Joseph’s fete in the 1980s.The fete
was held annually for decades and is
remembered fondly by many former
students and teachers.
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The annual fete continued to be a major event in the St Joseph’s Parish calendar during this
period. Anne Hibbert recalls the school’s staff referring to the event as ‘the fete worse than death’
because of all the work involved for every member of the parish community. Nevertheless, it was a
much-loved and enjoyed event that raised crucially important funds for the school and also brought
the community together:
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John Campbell oversaw major
improvements to the school’s play areas
during his time as principal.The ‘grass
yard’ did not consist of much grass
before improvements were made in
I remember Friday nights was the big children’s concert. You’d have PE exhibitions, gymnastics 1988, as shown in these ‘before’ and
exhibitions, singing - it was … bigger than Ben Hur. People would come from miles around ‘after’ shots.
and the community spirit at that time … When I think back, there must have been so much
parental involvement, and planning, and what had to be done at the time to get it on its feet, to Artwork lining the corridors of the
school.
get it organised. But we enjoyed it, we loved it.29

In 1988 extensions and renovations to St Joseph’s Church were completed and opened by Archbishop An infant adventure playground was
Francis Little, the nephew of Father Thomas Little who conducted the first Mass in the hall of the constructed with the help of parents in
Springvale Mechanics’ Institute in 1932. The Archbishop congratulated the parish community, 1989.
describing the ‘beautifully refurbished Church’, which reflected ‘the commitment, zeal and faith of so Courtesy John Campbell
many people over the past 56 years’.30
The year 1988 also represented another significant milestone. St Joseph’s Primary School
celebrated its golden jubilee: 50 years of providing Catholic education to children in Springvale. A
special Mass was held in celebration and a commemorative booklet was produced, in which parish
priest Father Victor Bonello paid tribute to the religious orders and parishioners that had built up the
school since it opened its doors in 1938: ‘Our gratitude and thanks go … to all those who cared and
to all those who are caring for our Primary School which is the life of the Parish’.31
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A truly multicultural school

During my time as principal at St Joseph’s Primary School (1985–1990) the school had an enrolment
of over 800 children. It was a truly multicultural school with 67 nationalities and 86 per cent of the
children coming from a non-English speaking background. The school had a teaching and support
staff of over 50. As well as a large team of teachers, there were several teacher and library aides, two
school secretaries, and a much-valued maintenance man, Emmanuel Magri, commonly known as
Manny.
Like the children attending the school, quite a few of the teaching staff came from different ethnic
backgrounds. Several teachers were of Italian descent, one was Polish, another Swiss, three were from
Chile, three from India, two from Vietnam, one from Malta, and our librarian was from the United
States. Having teachers from these ethnic origins fitted in well with our multinational group of
children.
Nancy Iagnocco, my loyal deputy principal, was a tower of strength. We worked together
extremely well and she played a very important part in the smooth running of the school.With senior
experienced teachers in charge of each grade level, I had a great team ably supported by my office
staff, Judie Richardson, Heather Stamboultgis and Val Poskus.The school also had a large complement
of specialist staff.
With such a large component of ‘new Australian’ children in the school and with more and more
Vietnamese and Spanish speaking children enrolled on a regular basis, we required special programs
to cope with the language problems these new arrivals experienced. To cater for children with little
or no English we had two separate programs, a New Arrivals Program run by Pam Melland, and an
English as a Second Language Program run by Colleen Le Merle and Aurora Stein. Two ethnic aides
supported both of these programs, Anna Nguyen (for the Vietnamese children) and Rosa Montoya

The school’s ‘Ethnic Group’ in 1985
with Principal John Campbell and
Father Testa.
St Joseph’s parish, Springvale

(for the Spanish speaking children). To keep their communities in touch with school affairs, both
ethnic aides also translated the fortnightly newsletter into Vietnamese and Spanish.
In addition to these special classes, we had other programs such as an Italian Language Program
sponsored by COASIT. Nancy Iagnocco and Lucia Bortolin, both of Italian origin, took on these
extras.Trish Gallagher looked after the Special Needs children, and Domenic Tamburro was Religious
Education Co-ordinator. He capably handled course content with the class teachers and arranged class
masses, school masses and liturgical ceremonies. Maureen Fitzgerald ran the Reading Recovery
program and Barbara Elkhorne, ably assisted by Fabiola Salvo, ran the library. Kathy McClaren was in
charge of the school canteen. Father Victor Bonello, Father Tony Fox and Sister Rose (a Vietnamese
nun) tended to our spiritual and pastoral needs with much care and understanding.
The blending of many nationalities and their desire to learn and adapt to their new country
inspired me to apply for St Joseph’s. During my 37-year teaching career, covering state and Catholic
schools, I regard St Joseph’s as the most challenging and rewarding. I cherish the memories of these
times.
JOHN CAMPBELL
Principal, 1985–1990

